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Proclamation 6810—Captive Nations
Week, 1995

July 17,1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

As we mark the 36th observance of “Cap-
tive Nations Week,” Americans reflect on the
sorrow of peoples throughout the world who
are physically and spiritually oppressed by
their governments. In our hearts, we know
that the ongoing struggle for individual lib-
erty is part of a larger cause—an inter-
national quest for true peace. Recent years
have seen great progress in the global march
toward freedom. But far too many of human-
ity’s children still live in fear.

Our commemoration of this week reflects
the concern of Americans for all of those in
need. Having sustained the promise of de-
mocracy for more than 200 years, we under-
stand its many blessings and its profound im-
portance in the world. While we celebrate
the triumph of democratic governments in
nations around the globe, we stay bound to
those who remain prisoners of violence, pov-
erty, and prejudice. As beneficiaries of free-
dom’s power, we must champion their strug-
gle, promoting respect for human dignity ev-
erywhere on Earth.

Stripped of fundamental personal rights
and barred from realizing their political
voice, the captive citizens of authoritarian re-
gimes share our people’s dreams of happi-
ness. Today, in nations of the former Soviet
bloc and from Asia to Africa to Latin Amer-
ica, our new democratic friends are acting
on their hopes for opportunity and prosper-
ity, recognizing that respect for individual
freedom is the key to internal and inter-
national stability. America plays a vital role
in this process of growth and change. As
President John F. Kennedy said years ago,
our “historic task in this embattled age is not
merely to defend freedom. It is to extend
its writ and strengthen its covenant.” We
Americans have an enormous stake in the
fate of captive nations. Their future is no less
than our greatest hope for peace.

The Congress, by Joint Resolution ap-
proved July 17, 1959 (73 Stat. 212), has au-

July 17 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995

thorized and requested the President to issue
a proclamation designating the third week in
July of each year as “Captive Nations Week.”

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim July 16 through July 22,
1995, as Captive Nations Week. I call upon
the people of the United States to observe
this week with appropriate ceremonies and
activities, rededicating ourselves to the prin-
ciples of freedom and justice on which this
Nation was founded and by which it will ever
endure.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of July, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-five, and of the Independence of the Unit-
ed States of America the two hundred and
twentieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
4:43 p.m., July 17, 1995]

NoTe: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on July 19.

Message to the Congress on the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro)

July 18, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:

On May 30, 1992, in Executive Order No.
12808, the President declared a national
emergency to deal with the threat to the na-
tional security, foreign policy, and economy
of the United States arising from actions and
policies of the Governments of Serbia and
Montenegro, acting under the name of the
Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia or
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, in their
involvement in and support for groups at-
tempting to seize territory in Croatia and the
Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina by force
and violence utilizing, in part, the forces of
the so-called Yugoslav National Army (57 FR
23299, June 2, 1992). | expanded the national
emergency in Executive Order No. 12934 of
October 25, 1994, to address the actions and
policies of the Bosnian Serb forces and the
authorities in the territory of the Republic
of Bosnia and Herzegovina that they control.



